
It has been yet another rewarding two 
months for IVI.  Before I highlight our 
recent initiatives and achievements, let 
me welcome two new Trustees who will 
shortly join our Board – Ambassador 
Amit Dasgupta and Dr Susan Varghese. 
Ambassador Dasgupta is a distinguished 
former Indian diplomat and the Inaugu-
ral India Chair of the University of New 
South Wales. He brings with him rich ex-
perience in diplomacy and in the promo-
tion of education and higher learning. Dr 
Susan Varghese is an Ophthalmic surgeon 
and leads the activities of the Hindustan 
Group of Institutions as the Director of 
Hindustan College of Arts and Science. To-
gether with our other distinguished Trus-
tees Dr  G N Rao, Jayanth Bhuvaraghan, 
Vivek Mendonsa and J P Singh, the two 
new Trustees, with their rich experience 
and vision, will guide IVI to new heights 
and achievements.

IVI is fortunate to continue working with 
some great partners, including academic 
institutions, hospitals, corporates and the 

Message from the CEO 

IVI is an initiative of

Chennai. Nearly 24 months of intense 
work with Ma Foi has resulted in over 
10,000 children and adults from under-
privileged backgrounds being screened 

and free spectacles distributed to those 
found with refractive errors. We are also 
partnering with the IIT-Madras’ BLINK 
campaign run by the Institute students 
for the visually challenged as part of their 
annual Shaastra festival. 

 
 -Vinod Daniel

government. I am delighted that we will 
partner with The Fred Hollows Founda-
tion as they expand their work in Uttar 
Pradesh state. They have just successfully 
concluded a pilot in five districts of the 
state through their SEE NOW campaign 
with Amitabh Bachchan as Brand Ambas-
sador. IVI is also implementing a Sightsav-
ers India national campaign to prevent 
avoidable blindness and promote eye 
health among truckers. We have begun 
working on the project in Salem district 
of Tamil Nadu.

IVI can be proud about our many achieve-
ments. We have been able to success-
fully initiate vision screening campaigns 
for school children in remote districts of 
North-East India’s Mizoram state with the 
support of Esssilor Vision Foundation, 
as also in Odisha where we have under-
taken vision campaigns in four districts 
with support from L&T Construction. In 
yet another illustration of a successful 
partnership, we worked with the Ma Foi 
Foundation in Avadi on the outskirts of 

40th Low Vision Awareness program

IVI, Fred Hollows 
to work together

Presentation topics covered aspects of 
low vision such as ‘does my patient have 
low vision?’, ‘patient speak’ (patients 
sharing how they overcame hurdles 
with vision loss and how  rehabilitation 
helped), ‘pearls of low vision examina-
tion’,  ‘assistive devices: enhancing my 
patient’s functional visual ability’,  and 
‘pediatric low vision: challenging, yet re-
warding’.
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IVI will partner with the Fred Hollows 
Foundation in the ‘See Now’ campaign 
in India. Fred Hollows have been working 
in five districts of Uttar Pradesh state on 
a pilot of an awareness campaign using 
Social Media tools and Bollywood actor 
Amitabh Bachchan as Ambassador.

The pilot was conducted in Lucknow, 
Lakhimpur Kheri, Rae Bareilly, Unnao and 
Sitapur districts. As the Foundation ex-
pands its activities in UP, IVI will partner 
with it in the campaign.

LVPEI’s KAR campus in Hyderabad hosted 
the 40th Low Vision Awareness Program 
on 20 and 21 September.

Organised in collaboration with IVI, the 
program saw 74 delegates from around 
India attend. Participants included 
Opthalmologists, Optometrists, Optome-
try students, and low vision practitioners. 
Ten faculty members facilitated the work-
shop.
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Over 7,800 underprivileged children 
in Naupada, Cuttack, Keonjhar and 
Kendrapada districts of Odisha 
underwent free vision screening. 
Spectacles were provided free to 472 
children identified with refractive 
errors.

IVI acknowledges the support of L&T 
Construction for funding the program.

Sightsavers screening 
program for truck drivers

Blacktown City Council supported 
campaign in Chennai

Screenings in Odisha Cuttack campaign

School and community vision screenings 
at Shimoga, Karnataka

IVI is helping implement a Sightsavers India 
nationwide campaign to prevent avoidable 
blindness and promote eye health among 
truckers.

In Salem, in Tamil Nadu, of some 140 truck 
drivers screened at Shevapet Lorry Market, 112 
were diagnosed with refractive errors. They will 
receive free spectacles shortly. The project aims 
to screen 1,400 truckers in 20 camps located in 
and around Salem.

IVI acknowledges the support of Sightsavers for 
funding the program

Following screening of 4,485 
underprivileged children in Cuttack 
during August, free spectacles were 
distributed to 326 children found 
with refractive errors.

IVI acknowledges the support of L&T 
Construction for funding the program.

diagnosed with refractive errors were 
given free pairs of glasses.

IVI acknowledges the support of Our 
Chlidren’s Vision and Essilor Vision 

Foundation for providing free spectacles.

   IVI is a member of World Council of Optometry, Asia Pacific Council of Optometry and VISION 2020
 

Under the Eye See & I Learn campaign, 
2,026 underprivileged children from 
12 schools in Shimoga were screened; 
158 children diagnosed with refractive 
errors received free spectacles.

As part of the Eye See & I Work 
campaign, 2,148 underprivileged daily 
wagers were screened and 1,612 

With support from the Blacktown City Council 
(New South Wales), 1,704 underprivileged 
school children from government schools at 
Velachery and Thiruvanmiyur in Chennai were 
screened. Some 420 children, diagnosed with 
refractive errors, were provided free spectacles.

IVI acknowledges the support of Blacktown City 
Council for funding the program.

We are looking for volunteers 
(Optometrists/Optometry students) 

who can support us in screening  
underprivileged children and adults 

in the community.

Email us at 
ivi@indiavisioninstitute.org

or call us on 

Think of volunteering 
for IVI

Join IVI on Facebook
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IIT Madras Shaastra launches BLINK 2020 social campaign

Transforming Avadi lives 

Vision screening for
 leprosy afflicted

 Screening campaign in
 Mizoram

BLINK 2020, the social campaign for 
the visually challenged and a part of IIT-
Madras student-run technical festival 
Shaastra, was launched in October in 
the presence of Vinod Daniel, CEO, 
India Vision Institute, Dr.Garimella 
Subramaniam, Deputy Editor, The 

Hindu, and Mahantesh G K, President, 
World Blind Cricket Association. Every 
year during January, Shaastra, launched 
in its present form in 2000, attracts 
participants from across India and is the 

In Chengalpattu, Tamil Nadu, 90 recov-
ered leprosy afflicted were screened. 
Some 58 diagnosed with refractive errors 
will be given free spectacles shortly.

IVI acknowledges the support of Essilor 
Vision Foundation for providing free 

spectacles.

largest festival of its kind that runs for 
four days and four nights.

Following the launch, BLINK organised 
Blind Cricket and Blind Chess tournaments 
for blind children from Nethrodaya, 
Poonamallee Blind School and 
Samarthanam, an NGO for the visually 
handicapped. Another activity included 

a personality development workshop 
session at Nethrodaya. An Institute-wide 
eye donation drive evoked more than 
200 pledges.

Some 4,169 underprivileged children 
were screened in Mizoram and  443 chil-
dren who were diagnosed with refractive 
errors received free spectacles.

IVI acknowledges the support of Essilor 
Vision Foundation for providing free 

spectacles.

who were found to have refractive er-
rors.” 

“It is a truly remarkable achievement. 
The commitment, zeal and enthusiasm 
of IVI is commendable. I congratulate and 
thank IVI for transforming Avadi lives,” 
she added.

IVI screened 8,644 children from 31 

schools and distributed 968 glasses to 
those diagnosed with refractive errors.

Of 1,541 adults screened across eight 
communities, 1,041 free glasses were 
provided to those found to have refrac-
tive errors.

Twenty-four months of focused screening 
campaigns by India Vision Institute (IVI), 
in association with the Ma Foi Founda-
tion, have benefited over 10,185 children 
and adults in Avadi near Chennai, trans-
forming lives forever.

The community and government schools 
screening programs are proving to be a 
boon to adults and children alike.
The vision screenings were part of IVI’s 
Eye See & I Learn and Eye See & I Work 
programs.

With better vision through a pair of glass-
es, children will be able to do well in 
school. This will improve their future ca-
reer prospects. 

Adults can now look forward to better 
employability and wage-earning capacity. 
Ms Latha Pandiarajan, Managing Trustee, 
Ma Foi Foundation, said “From around 
11,000 screenings in Avadi in just 24 
months, IVI and Ma Foi distributed 2,009 
free spectacles to children and adults 

 Watch ‘In conversation with Vinod 
Daniel’ video series only on

 www.youtube.com/indiavisioninstitute

Nick Martin, Deputy Chief Executive 
Officer at The Fred Hollows 

Foundation, Sydney, Australia
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Eyeglasses distribution at 
Namakkal 

World Sight Day screenings

Eye See & I Learn

Eye See & I Work

Aynavaram, and 1,900 students at Gov-
ernment Girls Higher Secondary School, 
Porur in Greater Chennai were screened. 
At the Sri Ramakrishna Mission Sarada 
Vidyalaya Girls Higher Secondary School 
in T Nagar, 427 spectacles were distrib-
uted.

IVI acknowledges the support of VisionSpring 
and Essilor Vision Foundation for providing 

free spectacles.

IVI commemorated World Sight Day on 
October 10 with a special community and 
schools vision screening and free specta-
cles distribution drive.

Some 67 pairs of spectacles were distrib-
uted from the community vision screen-
ing of 151 individuals at Our Lady of 
Lourdes Shrine Campus, Perambur. In the 
school vision program, 750 students of 
the Corporation Higher Secondary School, 

A total of 2,210 underprivileged children 
were screened in government schools in 
Vadugam, Pattanam, Rasipuram, Pudu-
palayam in Namakkal district of Tamil 
Nadu. 

Under Eye See & I Work, 414 underpriv-
ileged daily wage workers in Vadugam, 
Kolli Hills and Anaiyapuram in Namak-
kal were screened and 296 workers di-
agnosed with refractive errors received 
free spectacles.

IVI acknowledges the support and logistics 
of Dr. Arun, Rotary Club Member, Namakkal

IVI acknowledges the support of 
VisionSpring for providing free spectacles 
and Vinayaka Mission and Vasan Eye Care 

for program support at Salem.

A total of 16,729 underprivileged children 
were screened in Government and Gov-
ernment- aided schools in Arumbakkam, 
Kannagi Nagar, Okkiyam Thuraipakkam, 
Taramani, Koyambedu, MMDA Colony, 
Villivakkam, Shenoy Nagar and Taramani 
in Chennai. A total of  2,136 children were 
diagnosed with refractive errors. They will 
receive free spectacle shortly.

Another 5,156 underprivileged children 
from Government and Government-aid-
ed schools in Shollinganallur, Neelangarai, 
Palavakkam, Kudimudiyanthope, Venbak-
kam and Kunnavakkam in Chennai and 
Kanchipuram districts were screened. 
Free spectacles were distributed to 605 
children diagnosed with refractive errors.

logistics and Essilor Vision Foundation for 
providing free spectacles. 

We also acknowledge the Optometry 
students of SRM Medical College 

Hospital and Research Centre, Potheri 
for volunteering in the vision screening 

programs.

IVI acknowledges the support of MCDS for 
funding the program and acknowledges the 

support of VisionSpring for providing free 
spectacles.

The support of Kannoli Kappitu Thitam 
(KKT) for providing free spectacles is also 

acknowledged.

IVI screened the vision of 1,316 un-
derprivileged daily wage workers from 
Saidapet, Jafferkhanpet, Old Washer-
manpet, Ekkatuthangal, Perambur, Pal-
lavaram and Chemmenchery in Chennai 
and 814 wagers diagnosed with refrac-
tive errors will receive free spectacles 
shortly.

In Kanchipuram district, 376 underpriv-
ileged labourers were screened; and 
256 diagnosed with refractive errors re-
ceived free spectacles.

A total of 1,602 underprivileged workers 
from Adayar, Saidapet, Kannagi Nagar, 
Chemmenchery, Ezhil Nagar, Washer-
manpet, Kalpakkam, Villivakkam, Madi-

pakkam, Korukupet and Madipakkam in 
Chennai were screened, and 1,035 diag-
nosed with refractive errors received free 
spectacles.

IVI acknowledges the support of MCDS 
and Equitas Bank for funding the program  

Subsrcibe to 

OPTDISTLIST,
 our bimonthly newsdigest for the 

latest in Optometry.

Email info@indiavisioninstitute.org 
for more details.



What people say about IVI 
“IVI’s commitment and hard work have 
benefited the underprivileged community 
and children in Avadi.”
- MLA, Avadi, Tamil Nadu Minister for Ta-
mil Official Language and Tamil Culture, 
K Pandiarajan, on IVI’s campaigns in Ava-
di

“Thank you for agreeing to send resource 
persons for the eye camp. We appreciate 
your support. Looking forward for future 
collaboration with you for other such 
wonderful events. Thanks to the entire IVI 
team.”
- Principal, Sacred Heart Girls’ High 
School, Chennai

“We are happy to associate with India Vi-
sion Institute for the eye camps on 23 and 
29 September.”
- C. Balasubramanian, Treasurer, 
Salem Dist. Lorry Driver & Cleaner 
Workers Union

“I can see everything clearly and now I am 
able to concentrate on my studies. I wear 
my spectacles all the time.”
- P Mahalakshmi,  Class VIII, Chennai 
High School, MMDA Colony, on being 
provided free spectacles after she went 
through a school screening program by 
IVI. Earlier she used to score low marks as 
she was unable to concentrate on studies 
owing to poor vision.

“I am very privileged to be part of the IVI 
team. It will help me serve  underprivi-
leged school children and communities.”
- Raghavardhini KR, Program Officer, 
IVI

Current project supporters

 G.Vivekanandan (Chennai)
Ms.Susan Daniel (Los Angeles, USA)

L&T Construction 

IVI Vision Screening Programs

No of programs
Children Community Total

420 250 670
Individuals screened 2,00,726 62,169 2,62,895

Spectacles distributed  21,962 20,854 42,816

INDIA VISION INSTITUTE
Plot No 212, Palkalai Nagar, 7th Link Road, Palavakkam, Chennai - 600041, Tamil Nadu, India.

+91 - 44 - 24515353
For enquiries write to  ivi@indiavisioninstitute.org or to know more visit
  www.indiavisioninstitute.org, www.facebook.com/indiavisioninstitute      

www.youtube.com/indiavisioninstitute, www.twitter.com/optometryindia

To DONATE ONLINE and for additional information,please visit
 www.indiavisioninstitute.org

All donations shall qualify for deductionsu/s 80 G of the Income Tax Act 1961.
India Vision Institute

https://www.indiavisioninstitute.org

Donate Now


